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The 12.8-inch rotor at the core of Tesla's Model 5.
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Theageoftheelectriccar
ishere. How Tesla Motors
made zero emissions

fast,flashy,and totally fun.

BY JOSHUA DAVIS | proToGRAPHS BY ADRIAN GAUT
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ELON MUSK LOOKS LIKE A KID WHO JUST WALKED INTO A TOY FACTORY.
The 39-year-old CEQ of upstart car company Tesla Motors stands on the main floor of the New
United Motor Manufacturing plant and looks with awe from one giant piece of machinery to the
next. The car factory, known as Nummi, is located in Fremont, California, but it's an industrial city
untoitself, It encompasses 5.5 million square feet and contains a plastics molding factory, two
paint facilities, 1.5 miles of assembly lines, and a 50-megawatt power plant. Since 1984, Toyota
and General Motors had run Nummi together, producing as many as 450,000 cars ayear here until
it was shuttered in April. Now, in aremarkable turn of events, Musk owns the place. THe seems
as surprised as anyone at this development. For years, the exuberantly ambitious entrepreneur
wasn’t even allowed to visit. Plant managers apparently frowned on the idea of a potential com-
petitor touring the facility. Mot that they had much to fear: In 2009, Teslamanaged to produce only
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